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FROM THE EDITOR

Dear Reader,
It’s a new decade and with it comes a new look and name for our popular newsletter.
The new name is designed to reflect its purpose and hopefully to increase the readership.
Unfortunately due to the Coronavirus Pandemic, our newsletter will only be available online via the
website altrinchamandbowdoncs.com. However we hope this will change in the near future.
Please consider joining the society to support our work, a membership form is available to download and
print off on our website membership page.
There are several ways to contact us with enquiries or comments on local issues.
Twitter: @aandbcs, Facebook: @altrinchamandbowdoncs Email: Via the Website contact page or directly
to altrinchamandbowdoncs@gmail.com.
I hope you enjoy reading Altrincham & Bowdon Community Voice and if so please encourage others to do
the same.
Keep well and safe.
With best wishes,
Richard Hagon, Editor
____________________________________________________________________________________________
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FROM THE CHAIR

As you can see our popular newsletter has a new look and a new name, which we hope will increase
readership. Sadly due to the Coronavirus problems it will go out online rather than printed copies.
Many thanks to our hard working committee and although events have been cancelled, we shall obviously
still be dealing with planning applications. Hopefully Angela our Business Lead will be going forward with
the application for Purple Flag for Altrincham's night time economy.
Altrincham town centre projects don't seem to be going forward at the moment:
The council is developing Stamford Quarter and the old library site in a Joint Venture with Bruntwood and
also has still to announce plans for The Graftons which include Travelodge and the shops opposite. We
have met with all parties concerned.
Latest news on the Leisure Centre is very depressing in that the money is there but apart from repairs
nothing is going forward. The main part of the Altair development which may be connected is also showing
no signs of activity.
We do have some good news however. One hundred and twenty staff from the Local Care Organisation
are due to move into the Altrincham Health and Wellbeing Centre shortly and a possible commercial tenant
has been found for the top floor.
The repaving of Greenwood Street has started and preliminary work on George Street which will be Phase
three of the Public realm Improvements. The work on Regent Road continues with activity from Salford
University and their archaeologists.
Altrincham Interchange despite its continuing problems of no cafe after drain problems and the continuing
closure of the lift on platform three won a Cheshire Best Kept Station award.
Bowdon planning applications are still being worked on by Paulina and Trish . We remain concerned about
the state of the Devisdale and the future plans of the Altrincham Girls Grammar School.
A consultation has begun on the future of the Cowfield and Oldfield Brow allotments. Broadheath
continues to have problems with green space provision and heavy lorries from the Crave Road area.
The Local Government Boundary Commission are looking at changing the ward boundaries in Trafford to
be more equal and representative. Broadheath has too many residents so the boundaries will have to be
redrawn.
We won't be able to go ahead with our planned Afternoon Tea for the Mayor's charities at the end of April
but once things get back to normal we have the thought of a celebration then.
Please get in touch via the Website or Social Media if you have concerns or suggestions, as much can be
done by internet and telephone.
Judie Collins, Chair
Altrincham & Bowdon Community Voice
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COMMENTS ON PLANNING MATTERS 2019-2020
From Paulina Lewis

Planning applications of varying sizes continue to be submitted with Developers being active within
Altrincham Town centre and the outlying areas. Altrincham Neighbourhood Business Plan Design Group,
on which Altrincham & Bowdon Civic Society, ABCS, have a representative has been successful in
providing Developers with pre-application comments. Any interested person can log onto the Weekly
Planning Lists that are available via Trafford Council’s web site where detailed information is provided
together with how to comment on a planning application whether for or against.
Several of Altrincham’s schools are facing the necessity to provide more pupil spaces. Applications have
been submitted for increase classrooms and sporting facilities both at primary and secondary levels.
Altrincham Girls Grammar School’s need for a Sports Building on its 6 th Form site led to fears that The
Devisdale would be encroached. However, this is not the case, the new Sports Hall including classrooms
etc will be accommodated on site. Likewise the Boys Grammar School’s proposals for alterations to
outdoor sports areas were the subject of local residents’ worries. Limits on evening use of facilities have
eased the situation. Recent consultations have been held at Blessed Thomas Halford School to assess local
views on the siting of a new classroom block. Space is certainly short on site.
The Everyman Cinema applied for permission to install an outside lift together with an entrance opposite
the Lower Market. A much needed innovation for disabled visitors to the cinema. New Street where
Chapel House is located is the subject of application to build 15 apartments intended for first time buyers.
The design is modern but ties in with the style of the design of the Regent Road Car Park residential units.
Work has been slow to start on the Regent Road Car Park which incorporates a multi-storey car park,
residential and a few retail units. A portion of the site has been allocated to a rest area dedicated to the
memory of “Altrincham’s bravest little street”.
Plan-it are due to start on the next phase of the public realm work on Greenwood Street. Paving is to
match that already installed around the Market. A couple of trees are proposed for the area. The exact
location has yet to be approved by Trafford Planning, one site is close to the Fish Market Stall and various
large grids which could present problems in the future. Where plans have been submitted for conversions
on George Street and Kingsway particular attention has paid to the appearance of such buildings both
from the front and rear to enhance the town centre areas.
Plans for the rebuild of Altrincham Leisure Centre have returned to the drawing board, initial consultations
have been held. It is understood there is to be further consultation as to what facilities will be provided.
When the opportunity arises for comment it is important that the Community is aware about consultations
and can submit ideas.
It is disappointing that the Altair site remains derelict, McGoff and Byrne have been appointed as builders
and some work was done to the embankment adjacent to Moss Lane Bridge. Many years have elapsed
since Trafford Council were first involved with the site with Compulsory Purchase Orders and consequent
investment of funds.
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Both the Stamford Quarter and the Graftons will be undergoing redevelopment which is expected in 20202021. ABCS will be scrutinizing the plans for these two important central areas in the town centre. Many of
Altrincham’s Victorian shops continue to be the subject to conversion of the upper floors from offices to
residential use. In some cases objections have been raised about the very small size of units which just
about conform to minimum requirements.
ABCS is very concerned about the issuing of Planning Variation Applications and Retrospective Planning
Applications especially relating to large apartment blocks where Permissions have not been adhered to
resulting in over-height buildings. In these situations the Planning Committee rubber stamp (give
approval) without any sanctions against such outcomes. ABCS has also asked Trafford Council to provide
information about any Planning Appeals which are made so that appropriate comments can be made.
The Society was very concerned as to how Planning Applications were going to be dealt with, given that no
meetings of the Trafford Planning Committee can take place at the moment. However I am pleased to say
that we have had reassurance from Rebecca Coley, Head of Planning that emergency powers are available
to them under these circumstances. The following is an extract from her letter:
“Applications which would normally have been determined by Planning Committee are being determined by
the Head of Planning and Development or the Head of Major Planning Projects in consultation with the
Chairman, Vice Chairman and Opposition Spokesperson of the Planning and Development Management
Committee. No Planning Committee meetings are taking place currently due to the COVID-19 outbreak. Instead
emergency powers in the constitution are being utilised which enable this delegation arrangement. As it is not
a meeting of the Planning Committee there is no need for a quorum of Members and no need to change the
Code of Practice.
A reports pack is available by clicking through on the relevant date on the website. This was published last
Tuesday. We have also invited applicants, objectors and Ward Councillors to make further written
representations, on a first come, first served basis, to attempt to replicate the speaking arrangements at
Committee as far as we can in the circumstances.
The intention is to move to virtual committees as soon as we reasonably can, and the enhanced delegated
power only remains in force until 31 May 2020. We do however need time to prepare to make sure these
processes are robust, and public participation is both possible and effective.”
Paulina Lewis
Vice-chair, Altrincham & Bowdon Civic Society
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BUSINESS NEWS IN ALTRINCHAM
Courtesy of Altrincham Today Magazine

Altrincham Market calls on government to “pull its finger out” after Market House traders miss out on
business rates relief
The owners of Altrincham Market have called on the government to “pull its finger out” after revealing
that its businesses are unable to claim individual business rate relief because it is classed as a shared space.
Meet the new members of the Altrincham Business Task Force team
Altrincham’s Business Task Force team has been revealed by Altrincham BID.
New website lets NHS and care workers find free parking spaces in Altrincham
A new website lets health and social care workers find free parking spaces quickly and easily.
The Altrincham and Sale Chamber of Commerce has a range of free support to help businesses impacted
by coronavirus.
Paste the following link into your browser to read the full stories http://altrincham.today/

REMEMBER TO VISIT OUR WEBSITE ON A REGULAR BASIS
TO CATCH UP WITH ALL THE LASTEST PLANNING
AND OTHER LOCAL NEWS.
altrinchamandbowdoncs.com
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NEWS FROM OLDFIELD BROW COMMUNITY
An update from Friends of Cow Field - Mike O’Neill – March 2020
In these challenging times we are very lucky in Oldfield Brow to have Cow Field as green space where we
can get out of the house to get some fresh air and exercise, play football, flying a kite, walking the dog, or
have a family picnic while maintaining a sensible social distance. It is a reminder of just how valuable
informal recreation space is for use by everyone, at any time and in every circumstance, at with no cost.
In Cow Field, the daffodils are
flowering, and we hope the
bluebells will bloom for the
first time this year. These
bulbs, planted with help from
local volunteers and pupils
from Oldfield Brow Primary
School, have been planted in
hope. We don’t know how
well they will take and
flourish, but one thing is
certain: without them there
would be no beautiful spring
and summer flowers in Cow
Field. The 18 trees planted in 2019 have been well watered by nature, and are establishing well, and we
hope to add more parkland trees to Cow Field in the coming months.
Looking to the future, we would like to see more tree and flower planting in Cow Field, a path around its
perimeter to make it accessible for everyone, and more play equipment for older children. With Trafford
Council beginning community consultations over how Cow Field might be developed, a lot of the wishes
we have for our green space may change. In the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic, this consultation
process may now be seriously delayed. We might even hope that the Allotment Gardens are returned to
community food growing depending on how the changed economy affects the Council’s ambitions. We
will try and keep you updated on all this.
Meanwhile there’s nothing to stop anyone who’d like to see more flowers in Cow Field from planting some
native, spring and summer bulbs along the banks in Cow Field with the other bulbs, or around the edge of
the field where the grass cutters will not damage the flowers. It could be an inexpensive thing to do with
your family if schools and offices are closed. Crocuses, bluebells, daffodils, snowdrops and tulips would all
do well with the existing bulbs.
Let’s make the best we can of this unprecedented situation by enjoying our lovely local asset and maybe
planting seeds of hope in it. We’re so lucky to be living in this great community, and we send best wishes to
all.
Mike O’Neill, Resident of Oldfield Brow
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COMMITTEE PROFILES – David Eastwood B.A.

I was born in Huddersfield in 1937.
My Dad moved to Cheltenham working as Chief Engineer of the Tool Room in Dowty Equipment, making
hydraulic undercarriages for our heavy bombers.
Brought up in Cheltenham, I attended Cheltenham Grammar School from 1948 – 1955, and then Bristol
University from 1955 - 1958, ending with a BA in modern Languages and a Diploma from the Sorbonne.
In 1958, I was invited to apply for a Commission in the Royal Air Force, and to my surprise, passed all the
tests and was commissioned in the Education Branch in March 1959.
October 1962 brought marriage to my dear late wife Mary.
I applied for the Russian Course in 1965, was interviewed and ended as a qualified Interpreter in Chinese
Mandarin! Thereafter I spent time on intelligence duties, ending as Squadron Leader in Joint Services
Intelligence Section in Hong Kong.
As part of Mr Healey's cuts, I retired in 1976 and joined Trafford Social Services as Administrative Officer
until 1997 when they offered me early retirement.
With the late Harry Scholar, I helped to arrange with Petros Ltd for the successful restoration of Station
Buildings in Altrincham.
I became Founder Chairman of Friends of Altrincham Town Hall when the then Council proposed to
demolish it in favour of a multi-storey car park.
At Dunham Massey Hall, I am just starting my 40th year there as a volunteer.
Currently I am Honorary Vice-President of Altrincham & Bowdon Civic Society, Altrincham Little Theatre
and a Committee Member of the History Society.
Passionate about local history and traditions, I am currently Freeman Burgess and Alderman of Altrincham
Court Leet.
David Eastwood
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Altrincham Neighbourhood Business Plan
A Report by Damian Utton

Context
Neighbourhood Plans were introduced through the Localism Act 2011 and are a way for local communities
to decide the future of the places where they live and work. When adopted by a Local Authority,
Neighbourhood Plans become part of the local statutory development plan and form the basis for
determining
planning
applications
in
that
area.
After three years of discussion and consultation Trafford Council adopted the Altrincham Neighbourhood
Business Plan (ANBP) for Altrincham town centre on 29th November 2017. It now forms part of Trafford
Councils Development Plan and will be used by Trafford Council to help decide planning applications within
Altrincham town centre.
The Forum is a statutory consultee for all planning applications within the ANBP boundary. The ANBP
Design Group was set up by the Forum to review and comment, on behalf of the Forum, on relevant
planning applications, pre-planning applications and design stage building developments in Altrincham
town centre.
The panel comprises local architects, planners, developers, academics and residents aiming to provide a
professional and local service that is informed, relevant and realistic.
Vision
The vision for the ANBP Design Panel is to improve and respect the quality of the built environment within
Altrincham town centre. The Design Panel is pro-development and pro-quality with a design review process
consistent with the Design Council ‘Design Review: Principles and Practice’ document.
Objectives
The ANBP Design Panel seeks to provide design reviews and helpful constructive comments on the
architecture of individual buildings, the spaces between buildings, their context and the public realm for
proposed developments within Altrincham town centre. The Design Panel is pro-development and proquality, commenting on design proposals as a ‘critical friend’ using the Supplementary Design Document
within the adopted Neighbourhood Plan as a basis for comments.
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With comments focussed around the quality of architecture and design, the Design Panel supports
Trafford Planners by providing comments and advice on architecture and design issues, allowing the
Planners to concentrate on policy issues.
The Design Panel are keen to engage with developers/agents at planning pre-application stage to ensure a
constructive dialogue and to avoid potential abortive work and consequential delays. Confidentiality is, of
course, always respected. Whilst Trafford Planners cannot insist developers engage with the Design Panel
at pre-app stage, developers are encouraged to contact the Design Panel.
Representatives of the Design Panel have quarterly meetings with Rebecca Coley (Head of Planning) and
Liz Lewis (Conservation) at Trafford Planners to review the relationship between both parties and to
discuss current and future projects. These meetings are productive and useful for keeping both parties up
to date with current issues.
Work of the Design Panel
Schemes where the design panel have worked with developers and their design team to positively
contribute to completed, and as yet un-built, proposals in Altrincham town centre can be found on the
Altrincham Neighbourhood Plan website at www.myaltrincham.org
Future projects the ANBP Design Panel are currently involved with include the forthcoming Trafford Design
Guide, the redevelopment of Altrincham Leisure Centre and the future of Stamford Square.
When appropriate, the Design Panel work with Judie Collins and Paulina Lewis of the Altrincham and
Bowdon Civic Society to prepare responses to proposed town centre development projects.
Conclusion
The design reviews and comments from the ANBP has been generally well received by Trafford Planners
and by developers, architects and businesses operating within Altrincham Town Centre.
We look forward to continuing the positive working relationship we have with Trafford Planners, the
Altrincham and Bowdon Civic Society, Property Developers, Building Contractors, Architects and all those
with an interest in the built environment contributing to Altrincham town centre as a sustainable and
thriving place to live and work.
Please direct any queries
damian.utton@pozzoni.co.uk

regarding
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Altrincham Interchange - Report

‘The Interchange’, as we all know it, has been one of the
focus points of Altrincham for roughly a century and a half
and now as much as ever. Ten years ago it was in the early
throes of its much vaunted re-development which has
been accepted as a big improvement especially the façade
which was definitely a seventies’ period piece. It all seems
to be working pretty well though both the number of bus services and their frequency has declined.
Regular users of the Metrolink services have got accustomed to the opening up of platform 2 for Bury
services (until 8 o’clock) but the absence of a full range of facilities there continues to cause frustration to
many, not least ourselves, and it is raised at every opportunity. The bigger the organisation the slower it
can so often be to implement basic needs.
The lifts on platforms 1 and 4 are fine but the problems causing the lift on P3 to be out of order so
frequently, and currently for almost six months, is a disgrace – the problem is the accumulation of water in
the sump below the lift after heavy rain affecting the electrics. Promises of a solution seem to be
repeatedly postponed.
The challenges that faced Northern from May 2018 onwards do not need further development here but are
really a reflection of the problems with the franchising of the railways nationally about thirty years ago.
The ultimate way forward remains a challenge for those at the top.
Down at our level, the trains continue to run fairly reliably but on occasion can be a little erratic; the MidCheshire line, however, seems to be affected no more that many others – just an occasional missing train
which, on an hourly service, can be a big challenge for those planning their journey. The ultimate goal of
MCRUA – the upgrading of the service frequency to two trains an hour (and hourly on Sundays) remains
almost as elusive as ever but it is one that will not be allowed to slip off the agenda. MCRUA’s other
objectives include work to just about every station along the line ranging from minor right up to some
major works very often arising from a relaxation of routine maintenance.
From very early days after Northern took on the franchise a promise was made that a major over-haul of
rolling stock would be carried out with all forty year old units from the seventies being phased out by the
end of 2019. This has indeed happened and all regular users of the trains will appreciate the improved ride
and comfort of the units now running on the Mid-Cheshire Line.
When all said and done, Altrincham can hold its head up high this year with the recognition it received with
the ‘TfGM Award’ by Cheshire Best Kept Stations at their annual Awards Evening back at the end of
January. We had the honour of the award being unveiled by the Mayor of Trafford, Cllr Rob Chilton, just a
fortnight later when there was quite a gathering on platform four including Mark Angelucci – Rail Manager:
TfGM.
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Recognition is always a great motivator to move forward and win further awards at the next opportunity
(ask any athlete) and we certainly have our sights set on further improvements to the Interchange over the
next ten to twelve months.
Not being a pretty wayward halt with a modest footfall has its drawbacks – our passenger volume must be
100x that of Ashley – but at the same time presents its challenges. For this reason we tend to feel that our
primary objective is to improve the travel experience of all those passing through the Interchange on an
average working day, whether they be catching a tram into the city or to Media city, maybe the train to
Stockport or Northwich or perhaps catching a bus to Lymm or Hale Barns. We want to feel that using the
Interchange is an uplifting experience.
We do not, however, neglect the visual perception of the Interchange: two years ago a very attractive
planter was dedicated to Martyn Hett, a regular user of public transport from Altrincham, who lost his life
in the Manchester Arena bombing. Currently we are trying (still trying) to get the ‘wild’ area to the south
end of Platforms 1 & 2/3 converted to, perhaps, a wild flower meadow. Available funding and the cooperation of the powers that be still present their challenges.
To achieve our ends, however, we have to deal with the powers that be and they have anything from
fifteen to fifty other sites to deal with, all wanting their needs to be given priority, and Altrincham can only
be given so much of their time and effort. We press our point at every opportunity but do not want to go
so far as to alienate those from whom we seek co-operation, especially in these difficult times.
Friends of Altrincham Interchange will continue to work to achieve their objectives and can now be easily
contacted via our Facebook page - @foaigroup – all comments will be taken on board.
Ian Stuart - Chairman: Friends of Altrincham Interchange
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
A SELECTION FROM THE ALTRINCHAM AREA IMAGE ARCHIVE

Constance Isabel Boyd aged 5 years and 2 months
This fashionable young girl lived with her family at The Alton which was
large detached house in spacious grounds on the southern corner of
Dunham and Regent Road in Altrincham. Her father James Boyd was a
cotton yarn agent. Constance went onto marry Kenneth Fisher who
became the headmaster of Oulton School.
This photo was taken in late 1882 by artist and photographer George
Higginson. His successful daylight studio was above The Polygon shops
and offices at the top of Stamford Road in Bowdon.
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Market gardening, 1920s
With its sandy, dry and easy to work soil and mild climate, the area around Altrincham was famous for its
market gardens. There was a great demand for the produce from the expanding population of nearby
Manchester, where the goods were taken by canal boat or cart. This comic postcard shows the frantic
preparations by local market gardeners and allotment growers for their entries into the Altrincham Show
competitions, which had nationwide entries. It was held annually on the Devisdale.
(Postcard illustrated by Howard L. Roberts)

Regent Road and car park, 1968
Under the 1936 Housing Act, Altrincham Urban District Council had bought some of the early 19th century
small terraced houses called ‘cottages’ in Albert, Chapel and New Streets and Lloyd Square, leading off
Regent Road. The small and cheaply built houses were set directly on narrow, airless and dark streets and
courts and had only shared yards to the rear. They were demolished in the 1950s and 60s with the Regent
Road car park formed out of the space created.
In the mid-1960s, the three sets of flats on New Street to the far right were also built, providing modern
facilities, plenty of light and green open spaces.
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Beyond the car park can be seen
King’s Court before it became a
vibrant food and drink destination
in the mid-1980s. St Margaret’s
Church School can be seen to the
right.
This photo was taken by local
photographer the late Ian Gee from
The Graftons office block whilst it
was under construction.

From Sue Nichols, Co-ordinator Altrincham Area Image Archive
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Altrincham & Bowdon Civic Society Membership
Why not help to make Altrincham and Bowdon a better place by joining the Civic Society.
Your subscription will help the Society achieve its many goals. We can also keep you up to date
by email on our events and important changes in the town that affect you.
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEES BECOME DUE ON THE 1ST JANUARY
To APPLY for or RENEW your membership you will need to do the following:
FROM THE WEBSITE MEMBERSHIP PAGE
Download or read our Data Protection Privacy Notice
Download and print off a Membership Form
Download and print off a Gift Aid Form (optional)
Complete and sign the Membership form, together with a Gift Aid Form (if applicable)
and return them to the address shown on the form together with your
payment (if paying by cheque).
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