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CHAIR’S REPORT
Altrincham and Bowdon Civic Society must be unique in having a Victoria Cross holder as its President.
It has been an exciting year for William Speakman VC, now a Chelsea pensioner, as it was revealed he
was the first person to be decorated by The Queen when she first ascended to the throne. Bill now has
The Civic Society on his personal notepaper as he replies to his many fans. He has been to South Korea
twice
to
be
decorated
and
we
hope
to
have
some
photographs.
Some long term projects have come to fruition in 2015 notably the new Altrincham Hospital, Altrincham
Interchange and the first phase of the public realm.
Old Altrincham General Hospital Site Re-Development
The Society has been at the forefront of decisions and we are very excited that the re-development of
the old hospital site, as well as housing the new library (now to be on the ground floor after
campaigning from the Society), will also have a Health Hub in the building with GP surgeries and other
NHS staff. It will also be home to the Trafford Coordinated Care Centre which is a groundbreaking
concept of one stop care for Trafford residents. A planning application is due shortly. We would like to
thank the developer and the Clinical Commissioning Group for involving us and hope the plans for the
site will benefit the town.
New Altrincham Hospital
There have been staff changes at Altrincham Hospital but we have been promised that tours of the new
building will shortly be arranged for familiarisation of what is on offer there.
Neighbourhood, Leisure & Planning
The Civic Society has played a major role in the Neighbourhood Business Plan, sitting on both the
Working Group and the Forum and the Design Group has again had major input from us. We have
continued to be heavily involved in the Conservation Area Appraisals and the Management Plans which
are currently out to consultation and we are going through these at the moment.
Business Improvement District
We met with the Martin Duff owner of Randalls Jewellery, who is Chair of the Altrincham Business
Improvement District Steering Group which will enable businesses and community to look at extra
funding to promote the town. The BID was approved on Monday 9th November 2015 and we are
confident that the new Board will reflect the best interests of the town.
Altair & Leisure Centre
It is very disappointing that Trafford Leisure Trust is no more. We worked with Altrincham Town Centre
Partnership to stage a successful Spring into Spring event at the Leisure Centre which we hope will lead
to more events.
The latest planning application for Altair has caused some disappointment in the town and a meeting
has been had with Nick Payne which also discussed the safeguarding of Altrincham Town Hall and the
rebuilding of the deteriorating Altrincham Leisure Centre. This was followed up at our request by a
meeting with the Architects for the new apartment block who agreed that in hindsight the image in the
Messenger was unfortunate. There is a model which is more helpful and it will be on display at the
Society's annual general meeting on November 25th at Altrincham Town Hall 7.00pm.
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Broadheath Partnership
We look after Oldfield Brow and Broadheath (in partnership with Timperley Civic Society). We sit on the
Broadheath Partnership and recently attended a meeting where we discussed the plans to have a bus
service to the new Asda store which was a planning condition. We are concerned that far from helping
the people of Broadheath and Oldfield Brow to reach the store the tender is looking to connect the
town centre with Asda and have voiced our objections to councillors. We are pleased that it is now the
norm for developers to come to the Partnership before they submit planning applications.
Staff Changes at TBC
We would like to take the opportunity to thank Rob and Gary our Chief Planning officer and Senior
Planner who are off to pastures new and Lis Lewis our greatly missed (and unreplaced) Conservation
Officer who is now at English Heritage and to Tony Fitzgerald who really understood the town centre
and its needs. We greatly appreciated the talk re Section 106 and CIL from Planning which shed light on
something which is the local authority equivalent of the off side rule in football.
The Society AGM 2015
Our AGM this year has Matthew Gardiner, the Chief Executive of Trafford Housing Trust as our speaker.
We're hoping he will talk about their town centre estate which needs some TLC, their move into the
private housing sector and their community grants.
OTHER COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
Altrincham and Bowdon Civic Society Chair and Vice Chair attended a very interested history day in
Northwich which looked at the history of retailing. We were particularly interested in how Market
Charters were awarded and how they were invoked in the present day which has relevance, particularly
at the moment to the Altrincham Market Charter.
We are trying to keep up with the implications of Devolution Manchester and Northern Powerhouse
which are being championed by Chancellor George Osborne to give more power to local authorities.
This is in the early stages of discussion and there is some scepticism that it will work, however we feel
the need to have an amenity society presence.
The Society laid its traditional two wreaths of Remembrance Sunday Dunham Road and Chapel Street.
On a wet and chilly day it was good to take advantage of St Margaret's hospitality with hot drinks and
biscuits which was instigated by the Civic Society, concerned about the welfare of elderly ex
servicemen.
The Society has green space at the forefront of its interests and is represented at the North West
Federation of Parks and Green Spaces who met in Blackpool and have a further event in Chester in
January. Many parks and green spaces are at risk in these times of austerity and we are pleased to help
out with our expertise on planning matters.
We also helped the Altrincham community to win yet another Best Community Effort prize for the
Greater Manchester Marathon.

Judie Collins, Chair
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REPORT FROM THE VICE CHAIR
The Localism Act 2011 & Assets of Community Value.
This Act sets out a series of measures with the potential to achieve a shift of power from central
government towards local people. One of its measures is to allow local communities to produce a
Neighbourhood Plan setting out general planning policies for the development and use of land in a
neighbourhood.
The Act also included a definition of Assets of Community Value (ACV’s) and imposed a duty on Local
Authorities (LA’s) to maintain a register of those that had been agreed. The purpose of ACV’s is to
acknowledge that some buildings, probably not already listed, are regarded as valuable by the
Community. Currently most buildings accepted by LA’s are actually local public houses.
A further provision of the Act is the ‘Community Right to Bid’ which recently became law. It allows local
people to request an asset of community value is added to a list of such assets to be maintained by the
Local Authority.
Owners of ACV’s who desire to sell their property are obliged to notify the LA, which triggers a
moratorium of six months to give the community a chance to raise money to buy it, but the owner is
not necessarily obliged to accept their bid.
Your Civic Society canvassed its members for suggestions, as a result of which a substantial number of
proposals were made to us. We decided to use the old Town Hall as a test piece, because at least we
knew its ownership. I contacted the appropriate officer at Trafford Town Hall, who sent a quantity of
the application form. I completed and returned it and was not surprised when they wanted more
information. I duly supplied this and was pleased to be told that it had been accepted and would be
approved by the Council in October.
So far, so good. A considerable number of other properties that have been suggested remain to be
considered. However in most cases, we don’t know the ownership or the exact bounds of the property
in question, both of which are essential for the application. I suggested at the last Committee meeting
that the best way around the problem was to draft letters on behalf of the Society to be given to the
managers/owners/occupants of the properties, explaining what ACV’s are, what their purpose is,
inviting them to complete the application form (to be enclosed) and return it to me for onward
submission to Trafford. We’ll see how it goes.
David Eastwood, Vice Chairman

ARE YOU KEEPING UP TO DATE WITH ALL THE LATEST NEWS ?
Why not save our website address www.altrinchamandbowdoncs.com in your favourites,
you can then check the latest news, planning and forthcoming events on a regular basis.
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OPENING OF THE NEW ALTRINCHAM HOSPITAL.
Altrincham’s new hospital on Railway Street first opened its doors to patients in April this year and we
waited for some time before we learned the date of its official opening and by whom. The date given
was 3rd September and the VIP, after various rumours, was confirmed to be His Royal Highness the Duke
of Gloucester, a first cousin of the Queen.

I was surprised to receive a formal
invitation and even more surprised to
be told that the Duke was to be given
a memento of the occasion in the
shape of a copy of my history of the
old Altrincham General Hospital,
published by the History Society. The
two booklets were to be joined and
specially rebound, as arranged by
Hazel Pryor, Chair of the History
Society.
His Royal Highness arrived very
promptly at 1.30, greeted by Mr Steve
Mycio, Chairman and Sir Michael
Deegan CBE, Chief Executive of the Central Manchester University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust,
which controls NHS Hospitals in Trafford. He was already on his third official function of the day and
was taken up to the top floor and then the first floor, both of which he was shown round, met staff and
chatted
with
patients,
because as far as they were
concerned, it was just an
ordinary
working
day.
Arriving back on the ground
floor, he spent a few minutes
meeting the great and good
of Altrincham, including our
MP Graham Brady and our
Mayor,
Councillor
John
Holden.
As the author of the book he
was to receive, I was also
presented to him (left), with
two retired nurses, but he
was working to a tight schedule, and could only spare a few seconds. Finally he returned to the rear of
the ground floor, where he was given his copy of my book, made the usual opening speech and
unveiled the ceremonial plaque before he was whisked off again at the end of the proceedings.
So the Hospital is now officially opened, with a most interesting day and formal ceremony.
David Eastwood, Vice Chairman
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HERITAGE OF THE ALTRINCHAM AREA
The projects undertaken through a £50,000 Heritage Lottery Fund grant
awarded to the Society in order to promote, conserve and share widely
the area’s local and unique heritage, are nearing completion. They are
as follows:
Altrincham Area Image Archive (AAIA): The Archive continues to supply digitised historic images for
publications, projects, displays, heritage statements, Conservation Area documents, individuals and
artwork, including that for the new hospital. Scanning and sorting are ongoing, with new material still
being offered, including that of local photographer Ian Gee, the late Ronald Trenbath of Bowdon
History Society and the Chester family of Bowdon Vale. Encapsulated prints of the Rylands 1790
Stamford Plan, 1867 Bowdon Plan (newly rediscovered) and later plans from the 1950s and 60s, have
been made and are on display at Art with a Heart in George Street and at one-off events.

Ackerley grocers in the early 1900s, displaying their
fine cheeses and meats in Vicarage Lane, Bowdon
Vale

Visitors engrossed in an historic map of
the area at Bowdon History Society

Altrincham Heritage Web Site: The web site will feature content from the AAIA, along with searchable
PDFs of historic and modern local history publications. There is very complex and newly created
software behind some of the pages and along with the preparation and uploading of content by
volunteers, it has all taken longer than anticipated. The site will be hosted by Trafford Council. These
factors mean it is not yet possible to give a definite date when it will go live, but the aim is by spring
2016.
Guide to Bowdon Parish Church and the Surrounding Area: This 36-page colour illustrated booklet has
been finalised and is at the design stage. It will be freely available at the church, Parish Centre and
nearby businesses.
Altrincham Trail Booklet: Now that the public realm has been much improved in some parts of the
town and generally the combined regeneration efforts are starting to work, it now seems more
appropriate to encourage people to visit and explore the town through the booklet. The content of this
will now be finalised and taken to the design stage.
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Voices of the Altrincham Area: A set of 40 oral history cassette and reel tapes have been kindly loaned
for digitising. They were made in response to the call back in 1980 for Altrincham residents born
between 1885 and 1905. Summary transcriptions show that the content will be fascinating. These will
be deposited in the newly reformed Greater Manchester Sound Archive, along with Trafford Local
Studies.
Bowdon Parish Archive: Four volunteers continue to meet once a week to sort and catalogue the
historic material, utilising archive storage provided by the Society’s HLF grant.
Historic Pathways Map & 3D Contour Map: The former is yet to be finalised and quotes for the 3D Plan
are being held off until the last minute, as 3D printing prices keep coming down and the size of it will be
depend upon the remaining budget.
Marks & Spencer Heritage Windows: With the support of the new manager, the company has agreed
to let us have the two middle shallow windows along the Shaw's Road frontage. They will have vinyls
with maps, illustrations and a brief history of the town.
The volunteers who have contributed much of their time and the individuals and organisations who
have loaned historic material for sharing, should be wholeheartedly thanked for their contribution to
this worthwhile set of projects.
PROTECTION AND ENCHANCMENT OF CONSERVATION AREAS
Following the adoption by Trafford Council in October 2014 of the five Conservation Area Appraisals for
Altrincham town centre (Old Market Place, Stamford New Road, Goose Green, George Street and The
Downs), a further seven have been forthcoming and are due to be adopted (Bowdon, Devisdale, Ashley
Heath,
Hale
Station,
South
Hale,
Sandiway
and
Linotype).
In addition, the associated and much needed Management Plans for Stamford New Road, Old Market
Place and Linotype have been out for public
consultation. Society members have
contributed and commented in great detail
on all the above documents and look
forward to the Management Plans for the
remaining areas being undertaken.
What is still lacking is a Local List of all
Heritage Assets (which gives protection
whether in a Conservation Area or not); a
handy summary Heritage Design Code for
One of the fine upper parade of shops on Stamford New
Altrincham town centre at least and the
Road, Altrincham in need of protection
specialist skills of a Conservation officer.
Without these, the quality and character of the Conservation Areas and heritage of the locality still
remain vulnerable. With your support, the Society will continue to campaign for these, as it had being
doing for the Appraisals and Management Plans.
Sue Nichols
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NEWS FROM OLDFIELD BROW COMMUNITY
Following the withdrawal of the original planning application to build a community centre and rowing
club boat house together with several houses on the old Allotment Gardens and a substantial part of
Cow Field, Trafford Housing Trust (THT) has proposed a community consultation be undertaken jointly
with Trafford Council, Seamons Moss Community Association, and Friends of Cow Field. The
consultation would invite views on the original proposal and a ‘green’ proposal along with two other
proposals for smaller housing schemes put forward by THT. The form and wording of the consultation
has been agreed and it was expected to take place in July 2015. Confirmation as to when this will now
take place is currently awaited from THT.
Meanwhile, we learned last July that the
Bay Malton – the only pub within realistic
walking distance of Oldfield Brow and
the commercial community at the
western end of Atlantic Street – was to
close pending a planning application to
extend
and
refurbish
it.
Thwaites Brewery, who own the pub,
gave us an update to put on our Oldfield
Brow Cow Field community page
(www.facebook.com/OldfieldBrowCowF
ield). This has to date attracted an
astonishing 3,300 readers, helping to put Oldfield Brow on the map and showing the level of interest in
seeing the Bay Malton re-launched as a traditional pub with grub. The refurbished pub is expected to
open early in 2016.
The towpath on the section of The Bridgewater Canal that runs past Oldfield Brow is currently closed
for upgrading to Bridgewater Way standard (cycling permissive). The work is being done earlier than
originally expected and the towpath is expected to be re-opened by the end of September 2015. The
upgrade will mean it is practical, easy and
quick to cycle all the way between
Oldfield Brow and Castlefield. This augers
well both for Oldfield Brow and a
refurbished Bay Malton. One issue we
can see arising is the necessity for mutual
consideration by cyclists, walkers and
anglers for each other’s needs/pursuits.
Sustrans (who have had a lot to do with
the towpath upgrade, though not this
section, we believe), the Bridgewater
Canal Company and Friends of the
Bridgewater Canal, are all aware of the proposals and will be monitoring the situation.

Mike O’Neill, Resident of Oldfield Brow
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS
During 2015 numerous planning applications have been submitted to Trafford Council which are
transforming the first and second floors of buildings along Stamford New Road, Grafton Street,
Railway Street and The Downs. The high demand for residential accommodation has caused landlords
and owners to convert upper floors to apartments rather than continuing to have empty office space
above the ground floor retail space. Furthermore, on George Street it is proposed that the upper floors
of what was the Superdrug store is to be rebuilt as apartments with off-road parking from the rear.
The Trafford Planning Department is taking particular notice of Conservation Area requirements so that
windows and doors etc remain in keeping with surrounding buildings. Wheelie bins present a problem
for town centre buildings with multiple residential use and, here again, provision of on-site bin storage
areas
are
being
included
as
part
of
planning
applications.
Within recent weeks plans have been submitted for phase one of the Altair/Nikal site adjacent to Moss
Lane. The application is for high-rise apartments, eight storeys in all, with retails units on the ground
floor. It is understood that further development of the whole site is to be phased in several stages over
5-6 years.
Altrincham Town Centre is becoming
busier and the granting of change of use
from offices to living accommodation is
helping in the process of more people
being able to live close to the town centre.
Successful Change of Use applications have
resulted in more small businesses opening
yet again attracting people to visit and
shop in Altrincham. The conversion of the
Old Post Office has generated much
interest and Stamford New Road now
attracts many more shoppers. Last week,
in the Market House, two ladies were Successful and respectful conversion of offices back to
saying that they travelled from the Wirral residential on The Downs, with an independent store on the
to see what progress Altrincham is making. ground floor
Many years ago they worked in Altrincham,
their office being on the first floor on George Street. They visit every couple of months and are big fans
of Altrincham and what is now has to offer.
To view Planning Application, Trafford Planning Department publish a weekly list on their web site
Simply complete the search criteria http://publicaccess.trafford.gov.uk/onlineapplications/search.do?action=weeklyList
Paulina Lewis – A&BCS Committee (Planning)
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ALTRINCHAM INTERCHANGE
It’s nearly all a fait accompli but not quite. After the long drawn out process from 2008 through to 2015,
and all the careful planning before things actually started to move, it should have gone rather more
smoothly than it did however this reservation is really focussed on that 10% which has lingered on …..
and on.
The big challenge for TfGM and the Main Contractors, Laing O’Rourke was making sure that the level of
disruption to Northern Rail and Metrolink services in particular was minimal. The re-allocation of bus
services to various nearby streets went very well on the whole and they were restored to the
Interchange in time for Christmas (2014). With nearly twelve months of operation now under its belt it
has proved to be adequate for all current services and things move well. There are still a few points that
need to be addressed such as (but not exclusively) the display of real time information on the boards
above the departure bays and this is being actively pursued by FoAI.
The Ticket Hall has now settled down and is manned by TfGM staff able to issue tickets nationally. It is
unfortunate that tickets for Northern Rail services cannot also be issued from platform four, but that
was one of the compromises that had to be made. Heavy rail information is generally available from
both outlets.
The greatest disappointment lay with the much delayed bringing-into-service of the three lifts to allow
the disabled and those with heavy luggage or prams to get from one platform to the other without
difficulty. Finally, about a month ago, the lifts were commissioned for use by the general public but
even then there were problems with the one on platforms 2/3. Equally infuriating was the misuse of the
lifts by students at a certain local school who looked upon them as a new plaything. Hopefully, as is the
case with most children in such instances, the novelty will wear off.
The Cycle Hub is also finally open for use but you’d hardly know it as you walk past the glass panelled
shelter – there’s been no big splash to launch it and boldly state that it’s operational.
Efforts in the spring to improve the appearance of the south end of platforms 1/2 by tidying up the beds
there have sadly come to naught; not through a lack of willing but through the complexities of dealing
with bodies such as Network Rail, Northern Rail and TfGM. Further progress may have been made to
allow some planting next spring.
There are a number of details which we at Friends of Altrincham Interchange are pursuing with the
various operators but progress is often slower than we would wish. We will not be deterred and will
press for solutions so that the experience of the public using the Interchange in whatever capacity is as
agreeable as possible. Having fully Integrated Management of the Interchange, as promised long ago,
would make the task that much easier; we are told that negotiations to this end are still ongoing.
Ian Stuart, Chairman Friends of Altrincham Interchange

Students and Graduates we need your help!
The society is eager to encourage young people, college students and graduates to become
involved with various ongoing projects. We look forward to hearing from you - please send
us a tweet or email us with your views, suggestions and skills you could contribute.
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National CIVIC DAY 21st JUNE 2015
Talk by the Chief Planning Officer TBC Mr Rob Haslam (Tuesday 16th June 2015)
An enthusiastic and knowledgeable group attended the talk by our guest speakers Rob Haslam, Chief
Planning Officer and Melanie Craven S106 & CIL Officer for Trafford Borough Council.
Their clear and informative presentation was centred around the recently introduced Community
Infrastructure Levy (also known as CIL) and how developer contributions collected under this new
system on a (£) per square metre basis, will be used to pay for infrastructure to support growth. The
criteria for how these will be collected were then outlined in some detail. One of the benefits of CIL is
that the allocation of accumulated funds is more flexible than with S106.
They continued to explain that although CIL will become the main source of receipts, the existing
Section 106 Planning Agreements (S106) will still be used for Affordable Housing and other
infrastructure requirements that cannot be delivered through planning. In some cases developers will
pay
both
S106
and
CIL,
but
they
have
to
cover
different
things.
Chair Judie Collins thanked Rob and Melanie for their presentation which she said explained a complex
subject very clearly.
Further discussion took place over coffee and biscuits.
To learn more about all the above topics there are some excellent documents on the Trafford Borough
Council website.
http://www.trafford.gov.uk/planning/strategic-planning/local-development-framework/communityinfrastructure-levy.aspx

PARKFIELD 8 Groby Place, Altrincham – update
The original purchaser withdrew (McGoff & Byrne) and we believe that it was due to concerns over
being able to get planning for 6 houses. We are now in the enlarged conservation area and so that is
another stumbling block for any developer. The latest from The National Trust is that they have a buyer
and that the buyer is undertaking due diligence and that they will contact us again shortly.
I wrote to The National Trust on 6 July 2015 following previous requests for a meeting. There has been
no reply since. I have no doubt that we will need your support in the months to come but just now we
seem to be getting zero response from The National Trust – the problems will start with the planning
process.
Philip Long, Groby Place Resident
Editors Note: See our website for the complete story.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
ALTRINCHAM MARKET - Congratulations to Altrincham Market - Winners in the 2015 Manchester Food
and Drink Festival Awards - Best Pop Up Event, Club or Project of the year Category. Also awarded 'Best
Market' in the Observer Food Monthly Awards 2015
ALTRINCHAM FRENCH FESTIVAL - Director of Altrincham French Festival Zainul Sachak and his team
have an exciting programme of events planned for 2015/2016. For full details follow them on Facebook,
Instagram and
Twitter
Altrincham
French
Festival
2015
"altyfrenchfest"
and
www.altyfrenchfestival.co.uk
ALTRINCHAM IN BLOOM
Altrincham has secured four Gold Awards in the North West In Bloom competition – including a second
consecutive Gold in the prestigious Large Towns category.
______________________________________________________________________________________
Compiled and Edited by Richard Hagon
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____________________________________________________________________
Altrincham & Bowdon Civic Society Membership Form
To join and support the Society, please fill in the form and post it along with the annual subscription of
£7.00 per individual or £11.00 for two living at the same address, to our Treasurer, Martin Stone.
Name/s_______________________________________Signature/s________________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________Postcode_________
Telephone____________________e-mail ____________________________(for our occasional updates)
Please make cheques out to ‘Altrincham and Bowdon Civic Society’ and send to Martin Stone,
The Old Vicarage, Ash Magna, Whitchurch SY13 4EA. You may telephone him on 01948 663 220.
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